
PROPERTY I SYLLABUS 
 
Professor Amanda Pecchioni      Office 195 
FALL 2007        Phone: 419-772-2216 
Classes Tuesdays And Thursdays 10:00 A.M. – 11:15 A.M.   a-pecchioni@onu.edu 
 
Book: Property: Principles and Policies, Merrill and Smith (Foundation Press 2007) 
 

I. What is Property? 
Two Conceptions of Property: 1-21 
The Trespass/Nuisance Divide: 22-39 
Property and Equity: 40-66 
Restitution: 67-80 

 
II. Original Acquisition 

First Possession: 81-1109 
Discovery: 110-133 
Creation: 134-164 
The Principle of Accession: 165-193 
Adverse Possession: 194-219 
Sequential Possession Issues: 220-226 
Completing Original Acquisition Principles: 227-242 
 

III. Values Subject to Ownership 
Personhood: 243-291 
Academic Perspectives on the Domain of Property: 292-307 
Public Rights: 308-348 
 

IV. Owner Sovereignty and its Limits 
Protecting the Right to Exclude: 393-438 
Exceptions to the Right to Exclude: 439-479 
Other Powers of the Sovereign Owner: 480-544 
 

V. The Forms of Ownership 
Introduction/Divisions by Time: 545-561 
Maintaining the System: 562-594 
Mediating Conflicts over Time: 595-632 
Co-Ownership and Mediating Conflicts Between Co-Owners: 633-663 
More on Marital Interest: 664-683 
 

VI. Entity Property 
Possessory Rights: 684-800 
Nonpossessory Rights: 801-829 
 

VII. Security Interests 
Introduction/Security Interests in Land: 830-867 
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Course Responsibilities: 
 
Your preparation before class and participation during class are the essential elements 
of a good law school experience.  Please read and brief all the assigned cases 
carefully, and read with care all assigned introductory materials, notes, and questions; 
these give context to each case and help you analyze cases more comprehensively.  
Careful preparation will also help you articulate questions and comments for class 
discussion.  
 
You are responsible for all assigned reading (even those portions we do not cover in 
class).  You should prepare to cover about 25 pages per class.  You are also 
responsible for all topics, issues, or problems discussed in class (even those that are 
not covered in the assigned reading). 
 
Details regarding the final exam will be provided to you later in the semester.  Your 
grade on the final will be your grade for Property.  There may be quizzes given 
throughout the semester; however, these quizzes will not count toward your final 
grade. 
 
My office hours for the semester are on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12:30 p.m. – 
2:00 p.m.  Of course, I can be available to meet at other times by appointment. 
 


